Guiding Students to Success

Fairlead Academy
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WHAT IS A FAIRLEAD?
A “fairlead” is a nautical device used to guide a line, rope, or cable around an object or out of the
way, thus enabling the sailor to pilot the craft. The Fairlead Academy does much the same by taking
struggling students and guiding them through any challenging years of high school – helping them
avoid obstacles that they may have encountered in their home high school.

WHY FAIRLEAD ACADEMY?

How successful was your child in Middle School? Was there a (steady) decline in your child’s grades
from 6th – 8th Grades? Is your child smart, but they struggle academically? Fairlead Academy may be
the solution to your concerns!
Fairlead Academy is not just a little white building, with red doors on Great Mills Road. It is a school
program designed specifically for 9th and 10th grade students who lack confidence in their ability to
learn.
Our teachers are committed to working with students to help them succeed. The Fairlead Academy
staff nurtures students who struggled in middle school to become confident learners. Also, our
staff specializes in knowing students’ individual learning needs, teaching students the content in
an encouraging environment, increasing students’ organizational and academic skills, and helping
students to commit to their own success. The Fairlead Academy staff is committed to helping our
students win!

We also maintain strong relationships with Chopticon, Leonardtown, and Great Mills High Schools, as
well as Fairlead Academy 2 and the Tech Center so that we can guide our students in their next steps
towards high school graduation.
Fairlead Academy Makes the Difference…

FAIRLEAD ACADEMY ACADEMY MISSION STATEMENT
A place of new beginnings, Fairlead
Academy provides focused educational
opportunities designed to cultivate the
values of responsibility and respect
through positive learning experiences.

In our intentionally small learning
environment, students will acquire the
knowledge and skills to be successful in
high school and beyond.

WHAT ARE THE KEY FEATURES OF FAIRLEAD ACADEMY?
Organization
9th and 10th grade students from
Chopticon, Leonardtown and
Great Mills
1 School Counselor, 10 General
Education Teacher, 2 Special
Education Teachers, 2 ESOL
Teachers, 1 Literacy Coach , 3
Student Services Staff Members
A low student-teacher ratio
and smaller class sizes with a
concentration of resources on a
small, targeted population
Opportunities for exploration
of home high school, Fairlead
Academy 2, and Tech Center
Programs as options for
continuing their high school
education

Instruction
Cooperative learning and peer
tutoring
Accelerated learning to gain gradelevel skills equivalent to their peers’
Real-life application of the content
being taught, with the inclusion of
field trips and team building activities
Differentiated instruction based on
individual students’ needs
Prepare students for all state
graduation assessments including the
Algebra 1 and English 10 Maryland
Comprehensive Assessment Program
(MCAP)

A climate supportive of and
tailored to individual needs and
abilities

Interpersonal

Provide tiered interventions that
support students’ Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL)
Student are encouraged to
participate or become members in
athletic organizations or clubs at
the home high school
Emphasis on tieing classroom
learning to college & career goals
Provide activities that encourage
students’ self-esteem, and
that provide opportunities to
exhibit PRIDE in one’s school and
community
Provide interactions with mentors
and/or working professionals to
strengthen students’ “soft skills”
Expose students to college and
career opportunities to encourage
future, goal setting

WHAT WILL A 9TH GRADE FAIRLEAD STUDENT’S DAY LOOK LIKE?
Teaching will be differentiated to students’ particular areas of need and interest. Each student
will be coached through the curriculum at their most appropriate pace. A typical 9th grade
schedule would look like this:

SUBJECTS

45 Minutes Algebra I CM &
45 Minutes Algebra I Seminar
90 Minutes English 9/90
45 Minutes
U.S. History
45 Minutes
Earth Space Science
45 Minutes Freshmen Seminar

HIGHLIGHTS

• Technology rich instructional
environment including
SMART technologies
• Field trips to link classroom
learning to career & college
readiness.

Tenth grade students attend Fairlead Academy for 4-5 periods a day for their core academic
subjects along with 2-3 classes at their home high school or the Forrest Center in order to fulfill
other graduation requirements.

WHAT CRITERIA DETERMINES ELIGIBILITY?
• Students are referred into the program by administrators, parents, counselors,
teachers
• A minimum of moderate to good attendance
• Students who are approaching, have partially met, or have met the standards for
end of course assessments in English and Mathematics.
• Students with disruptive behaviors will not be candidates for Fairlead Academy
• Fairlead Academy personnel will review applications and make final selections

WHAT IS THE APPLICATION PROCESS AND TIMELINE?
Students wishing to enroll in the program will complete an application and submit this to the
Fairlead Academy. Each application will be reviewed by an admissions team comprised of
educators and administrator who will, in turn, make recommendations for accepting students
into the program. Candidates will be evaluated based on their past academic performance,
dedication to learning, and their desire to be successful in their high school career.

For more information,
please contact:
DR. LISA M. JOHNSON
Academic Dean (Acting)
lmjohnson@smcps.org
or
MS. SARA COOPER
School Counselor
sccooper@smcps.org
301-863-4090
http://schools.smcps.org/fairlead
Twitter: @Fa1_SMCPS
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