
Good afternoon.  Letôs pause for a Moment of Silence for the 6 students who lost their lives in 

automobile accidents (4 from Charles County and 2 from Calvert County).  

Happy Birthday to Tracey Heibel, principal of Great Mills High School. 

First of all I want to thank the Chamber of Commerce for coordinating this event.  Additionally, I 

want to thank Jim Bacot of Lifestyle Design, Inc., EMA, Cindy Morgan and Vince Whittles of 

Servpro for Co-Sponsoring this event.  We are so grateful for their generosity.  Thank you to the 

Staff at the Daugherty Center for providing a wonderful lunch. 

Our school system has strengthened our partnership with the St. Maryôs County Chamber of 

Commerce. We have partnered to conduct this event, the principal for the day program and a 

reading fluency program that involves volunteers from the business community. If you want to 

get involved with this program, there are fliers on your tables that explain it further.   

 

 

 

 



The Chamber is a remarkable group and I am pleased to be part of the Board of Directors as a 

Community Representative.  I am able to work directly with an outstanding Executive Director 

Mr. Bill Scarafia and an outstanding president, Ms. Mary Ann Murray.  Both individuals truly 

understand the role that a great public school system plays in the vitality, prosperity and quality 

of life in our county. 

As many of you know, the first question that perspective employees ask you is, ñWhat is the 

quality of our schools?ò  If our schools are strong so is our community. 

Everyone in this room has a vested interest in the success of our school system. 

 

 

 

 

 



I want to acknowledge a few individuals in the audience.  I am joined today with my Board of 

Education members: 

Dr. Sal Raspa, Chairman of the BOE 

Mr. Bill Mattingly, Vice Chairman 

Mrs. Mary Washington, Member 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Member 

Mr. Gary Kessler, Member 

Mr. Praveen Ramaswamy, Student Member 

(They are a GREAT Board and I am asking that you please give them a round of applause) 



Also, I would like to acknowledge our various elected officials.   

Commissioner President Russell 

Commissioner Raley  

Commissioner Mattingly 

Jamie Grove, representing Congressman Hoyerôs office 

(Please give them a big round of applause) 

Also with me are members of my leadership team which I refer to as triple S-T. This stands for 

the Superintendentôs School Support Team. 

(SSST - Please stand and letôs give them a round of applause) 

Also, I would like to recognize our PTA representatives, parents, teachers, principals, collective 

employees and other school system employees.  

(Please give them a round of applause) 

 



 

Additionally, in the audience are members of our Employee Associations 

Liz Purcell-Leskinen,  Uniserve Director 

Jan Emerson, EASMC President 

Joe Shade, CEASMC President 

We have established a very collaborative working relationship that benefits our 2,200 

employees and our 16,900 students. 

Also, my wife Silvana, is with me today.  As she stated earlier, she could deliver my speech for 

me because she hears about the state of the school system every night.  Thanks for your 

support, hon. 

I am pleased with the turn out at this event. I see so many of our partners in education in 

attendance and we have representatives from  our local businesses, the PAX River Naval Air 

Station, the technology corridor, our local colleges, our volunteer agencies, our local 

government, our county library and the hospital, the NAACP, BECA, the Patuxent Partnership, 

and the Navy Alliance.  I consider each and every one of you a partner.  Every one of you must 

have a seat at the education table.  Everyone plays a vital role in the success of our children 

and not acknowledging this would be remiss.  I want to publicly thank each and everyone 

assembled in this room for what you do for our children each and every day.  The school system 

cannot do it alone.  We must ALL support our children. 

 



As I thought about my presentation for today, I wanted to ensure that certain themes were 

communicated and one of those themes is collaboration.  Margaret Mead stated, 

ñNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world.  Indeed 

it is the only thing that ever has.ò 

Collaboration and St. Maryôs County are synonymous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recently, our Board of Education and the Board of County Commissioners gathered for a work 

session to discuss the challenges and success of our school system.  We met for several hours 

and a rich and deep conversation took place regarding the future of our school system.  As we 

ended the work session, each participant communicated his or her thoughts on the quality of the 

work session and each person provided input for future gathering.  When it was Commissioner 

Raleyôs turn, he paused and looked at me.  He began to speak but he paused again and this 

time he stared at me again.  Everyone was silent and everyone was looking at him.  What could 

he be thinking?  What was wrong? What was he about to say?  He took a deep breath and said 

with firmness and force,  ñMr. Superintendent,  you have said a lot today,  you have shared a 

great amount of information and this was good.  However, you are going to be delivering the 

State of the School System Address on November 7th and I will be in attendance and I want to 

enjoy myself. Mr. Superintendent, am I going to enjoy myself or am I going to have indigestion 

after I hear you speak?  To that end, I said sir, I cannot make any guarantees.  

 

 

 

 




